NEWSLETTER

P.O. Box 10193 e Austin, Texas 78766-0193 ® Winter 1990

Hold the Date «

What ?

Quarterly Open Board
Meeting of the Texas
Jewish Historical
Society in Dallas.

When ?
Sunday, December 9
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Where?
At the Jewish
Community Center in
Dallas, 7900 Northaven

Reservations

To Mrs. Marie Bitterman,
3001 Maple Avenue
#101, Dallas, Texas

75201-1226, (214) 871-
2611. Lunchis $6.00

Chaya Rachel Andres of Dallas (1) and her
sister Anuta (r). Chaya Andres is the
author of several Yiddish books. Print by
Andy Reisberg

BBC TO PRODUCE
FILM ON TEXAS JEWS

The BBC (British Broadcasting Cor-

poration) is producing a major new

TJHS Newsletter Editor Named

The Texas Jewish Historical So-
ciety would like to welcome Elisa
Kaplan Miller as the new editor of its
quarterly newsletter. Ms. Miller is the
daughter of Fort Worth TJHS board
member Karen Kaplan.

Ms. Miller has a bachelors de-
gree in journalism from the University
of Arizona and a masters degree in
instructional technology from the Uni-
versity of Texas. She was recently

named Coordinator of Student Publi-
cations at Kennesaw State College in
Georgia.

Ms. Miller has written for publi-
cations such as Ladies Home Journal
and the Dallas/Fort Worth Business
Quarterly. Sheis very interested in the
work of the society and is looking for-
ward to writing about Texas Jewish
history and the work of the organiza-
tion

educational series of five new films on
Jewish history and culture. The series,
"The Jewish Enigma,"is partofa course
offered by the Open University, Brit-
ain's largest extension learning institu-
tion, in association with the London
University-based Spiro Institute for
Jewish History and Culture.

The film on the United States
will focus on the Jews of Texas and
Dallas. Deep in the Heart: The Lives and
Legends of Texas Jews isbeing used as the
major reference for the film. Co-author
Ruthe Winegarten was interviewed by -
series producer Graham Turner for the
film. The series will air toward the end
of 1991; negotiations for airing the se-
riesin the U.S. are under way with PBS.




News and Notes

Recent Donations

Recent donations to the TTHS Collections at the Barker Texaas History Center, located
at the University of Texas at Austin include:

o Photographs and negatives.
The Texas Jewish Historical Society
hasrecently donated 750 photographs
and 470 negatives into the Society's
Collection at the Barker Texas History
Center. The photos and images were
partof the research materials accumu-
lated by Ruthe Winegarten and Cathy
Schecter for Deep in the Heart: The Lives
and Legends of Texas Jews.

. "The Weil Family Reunion”
progam, March 24, 1978, Corpus
Christi, including a list of the desccen-
dants of Charles and Sarah Hymans
Weil. (Donated by Beverly Scarbrough
of Austin).

J "You Can't Live All of Your
Life," the biography of Fanny Lack.
(Donated by David Lack of Victoria).

. Ledger book (1950's) of the
Delta Phi EpsilonSorority in Austin,
plus historical photos of members,
(Donated by Irene Kanter of Austin).

° "Yesterday, Today and Tomor-
row" (Toby Summer, Editor, January
1990), volume 2 of the Greater Hous-
ton Section, National Council of Jew-
ish Women, senior adult writings.

° 1970 Interview of Julian Lauter-
stein by Beady Bexler (donated by
Glenda Alter of San Antonio) and a
biographical sketch of Max Lauter-
stein written by his daughter, Ida
Lauterstein Copeland.

"Max was a cousin of the Fin-
klesteins of Luling. Mr. Finklestein
waskilled by a negro while traveling
in a covered wagon. The widow was
left with several small children. Her
last child, William, was born after his
father was killed. She (the widow)
sold food to Jesse James.

Another child was Mrs. Josey,
the mother of Mrs. M.M. Harris whose
husband was the editor of the San
Antonio Express for many years."

First Texas Jewish Feminist
Conference Held in Houston

The first Texas Jewish Feminist conference, sponsored by the Houston Chapter,
American Jewish Committee's Women's issues Committee, met in Houston
October 19 - 21. The conference, attended by over 125 women ( and interested
men), primarily from the Houston area, featured outstanding speakers from
around the country including: Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb, spiritual leader and femi-
nist storyteller; Henrietta Yurchenko, NYC, ethnomusicologist, whose spe-
cialty is Sephardic women's music; Dr. Irene Klepfisz, Yiddish scholar and
lesbian/feminist poet; Dr. Susannah Heschel, professor of Judaic Studies at
SMU; and Cantor Isabelle Ganz, a teacher at the Texas Institute of the Arts.
Cathy Schecter and Ruthe Winegarten presented papers on the history and
literature of Texas Jewish Women from theirbook Deep in the Heart: The Lives and

Legends of Texas Jews.

LOCAL DONATIONS

. Morris Riskind's Dry Goods
Store was the major department store
in Eagle Pass for many years. At its
peak, the Jewish congregation con-
sisted of 20 - 30 families in the area ,
owning a Torah, prayer and school
books and a Ner Tamid. Morris
Riskind's brother was the spiritual
leader. As the congregation aged, the
children moved away, older congre-
gants died and gradually the congre-
gation disappeared. Morris Riskind
has donated the memorabilia to
Temple Beth Am in San Antonio.

Today's News is...

Political News: In the Novem-
ber 6th election, seven Jewish Texans
won their races to represent their com-
munities in the State House of Repre-
sentatives: Reps Al Granoff (District
108) and Steven Wolens (District 103)
both ran unoppsed for reelection in
the Dallas area.

In Houston: veterans Paul
Colbert (District 132) and Debra
Danburg (District 137 - unopposed)
were both reelected. Newcomer Sue
Schecter (District 134) won her very
tight race to replace the retiring Brad
Wright.

In Austin, newcomers: Elliot
Naishtat (District 49) defeated incum-
bent Bob Richardson and Sherri
Greenberg (District 48) beat a Repub-
lican challenger in the race to replace
the retiring Terral Smith.

Congressman Martin Frost (D,
Dallas County) was also reelected.

...lomorrow's History
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Excerpts From Reviews of
Deep in the Heart

Mike Cox - Texana book Editor for the

Will the world'simage of Texas
as a flat-cactus-covered range ridden
by towering Anglo cowboys ever go
away? Are we always to be known
through the popular and long-stand-
ing stereotype as a people given to
boastful, colorful provincialism-- the
infamous "Texas Brags?"

DeepintheHeart ...isa well-done
look at Texas' Jewish history...a col-
lection of people stories ... interesting
stories of individuals who helped build
Texas and people who are still work-
ing to make it a better place...an im-
pressive work ...the book also offers
insight into Judaism in general...

...a well-researched, badly
needed look at an important part of
Texas' cultural mixture, a wonderful
patchwork quilt of different people
and ideas that made Texas the special
placeitis. Authors (Ruthe) Winegar-
tenand (Cathy) Schechter have shown
thatin Texas, a yarmulke canbe worn
as proudly as a cowboy hat."

by Lynn Buhlman, Waco Tribune
Herald _(this story was also picked up
by the Associated Press.)

..."The authors wanted to in-
clude more than the 'WASP cowboy
types,' " she said, and were especially
intersted in documenting the contri-
butions of minorities and women.
(Ruthe) Winegarten and (Cathy)
Schechter began making a "modest
survey" of the state, tracking down
Jewish contributions...They found they
had many more Jewish documents
than they could use for the handbook
project and decided to do a book of
their own.

"Ancedotesabound in thebook.
So do photographs of some colorful
people. There's the Cohns, garment

manufacturers in New Braunfels and
Dallas, who were said to have given
their daughter's prejudiced teacher a
dress every month so she would call
on the daughter in class. There's
Galveston journalist Rosella Horow-
itz Werlin, whose 50 year career
spanned covering thered light district
and working as a travel editor...and
the Goldstein family's role in found-
ing Waco's library."

Gazette, Texarkana, Texas
"This beautiful book profiles

figures in the Lone Star State's history
who are often »overl oked O local

Ruthemnateﬁ,' ]HS President Milton Smith and Cathy Shechter (I-r) at the

Austin Jewish Book Fair in November.

interst, Ann Kusin and her husband
David are given space for their long-
time leadership in Mount Sinai
Congregation...In1919, (David) caught
thetrainfrom Monroe, La.and stopped
in Texarkana for a lunch break. He
was so impressed with the bustling
community that he decided to stay...

Beady Berler, Jewish Iournal of San
Antonio

"This is a massive book both in
size and the amount of information
the author (sic) has compiled. The
bibliography is quite valuable...The
photographs are interesting and

placing them in one volume that is
easily consulted will be useful.

Ellen Rosenbush Methner, Houston

“Filled with fascinating history
and plenteous details...juicy tidbits
about the developing society of Jew-
ish Texans...The beginnings of Jewish
history was one of individual person-
alities. ...and excerpts from diaries,
journals and careful research. They
lend a personal charm and flavor to
the history of developing Lone Star
Jewish communities."

Mary G. Crawford, Dallas Morning
News

"Jews have been a part of Texas
from the earliest days of the state's
recordedhistory. The first Jews ar-
rived in Texas with the Spanish ex-
plorers in the 16th century , and Jews
have influenced the development of
the state ever since...

"The exhaustive presentation.
leaves the reader feeling that Texas
would have been a duller, cruder, less
benevolent place without its Jewish
citizens...(the largeformat volume)...is
thoroughly indexed... is also lavishly
illustrated and has extensive
endnotes."
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